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Medical  and  Dental  1.  to  V. 


. . 14-21 


Introduction 

At  the  end  of  1949  there  were  121  Primary  Sehools  (including  one 
Nursery  School),  5 Secondary  Modern  Schools  and  Soham  Grammar 
School  in  the  rural  area  of  the  Local  Education  Authority.  Of  the 
Primary  Schools,  55  were  County  Schools  and  66  Voluntary  Schools. 

In  January  1950,  the  number  of  children  on  the  registers  of 
Primary  and  Modern  Secondary  Schools  was  8,983.  There  were  also 
310  boys  on  the  register  at  Soham  Grammar  School,  who  form  part 
of  the  total  number  under  consideration  in  the  paragraphs  which 
follow. 


staff 

Services  in  connection  with  school  medical  work  in  the  rural  area 
were  rendered  by  the  following  : — 

R.  French,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Eileen  M.  Brereton,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Assistant  do. 

Anna  R.  Wade,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  Part  Time  do.  (appointed 
March  1st,  1949). 

W.  B.  Grandison,  F.D.S.,  L.D.S.,  Senior  Dental  Officer  {half- 
time). 

Rosa  B.  Schmeltzer,  D.M.D,  (Berlin),  L.D.S.,  School  Dental 
Surgeon. 

C.  Harris,  L.D.S.,  Orthodontic  S^jecialist  {half-time). 

H.  R.  Youngman,  M.D.,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

A.  Graham,  Superintendent  of  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  (resigned 
September,  1949). 

J.  K.  Wenborn,  Superintendent  of  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors 
(appointed  September,  1949). 

G.  G.  Galpin,  Chief  Clerk  and  Enquiry  Officer  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts. 

In  the  Borough  of  Cambridge  which  is  an  Excepted  District,  the 
following  is  the  school  medical  staff  : — 

C.  G.  Eastwood,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  School  Medical  Officer. 

IIiLDEGARD  P.  Broda*,  M.D.  (Vienna),  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer. 

W.  B.  Grandison,  E.D.S.,  L.D.S.,  Senior  Dental  Officer  (half- 
time). 

C.  Harris,  L.D.S.,  Orthodontic  Specialist  (half-time). 

M AHJORiE  E.  C.  Page,  L.D.S.,  School  Dental  Surgeon. 

E.  Burn,  L.D.S.,  School  Dental  Surgeon. 

A.  C.  Capper,  L.D.S.,  School  Dental  Surgeon  (resigned  April,  1949). 

Jean  K.  Fife,  L.D.S.,  School  Dental  Surgeon  (resigned  P’ebruary, 
1949). 

G.  F.  Wright,  M.A..  INf.B.,  B.Chir.,  D.O.M.S.,  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon. 
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Child  Guidance  Staff  for  whole  area  : 

H.  Banister,  Ph.D,,  Director. 

Rosemary  Pritchard,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Psychiatrist. 

Ruth  Griffiths,  Ph.D.,  Clinical  Psychologist  (resigned  Mareh, 
1949). 

Marjorie  Sisson,  M.A.,  Clinical  Psychologut. 

Dorothea  M.  Hutchinson,  M.A.,  P.^ychiatric  Social  Worker. 
Mabel  Weiss,  B.A.,  Assistant  Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 

Nancy  Salaman,  B.A.,  Dip.  Psych.,  Educational  Psychologist 
(appointed  July  1st,  1949). 

Heather  G.  Melvill,  L.C.S.T.,  Sjoeech  Therapist. 

Rosemary  Paton  Philip,  L.C.S.T.,  Speech  Therapist. 

Shirley  Longmuir,  L.C.S.T.,  Speech  Therapist. 


Medical  Inspection 


In  the  early  part  of  1949,  the  Education  Committee  decided  that 
the  gap  between  the  routine  medical  examination  which  takes  place 
on  entry  and  that  Mdiich  takes  place  on  leaving  a primary  school  is 
too  long  and  considered  that  a new  routine  examination  of  children 
at  the  age  of  eight  years  should  be  instituted.  The  permission  of  the 
Minister  of  Education  to  the  implementing  of  this  decision  was  duly 
obtained. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  report  on  the  year  1948  a 
reference  was  maile  to  a tendency  of  the  work  of  medical  inspection 
as  then  constituted  to  fall  into  arrear  and  it  was  considered  that,  in 
order  to  cover  the  extra  work  caused  by  the  inspection  of  the  new 
age  group  and  to  overcome  the  lag  just  mentioned,  a further  four 
sessions  of  medical  inspection  per  week  would  be  necessary.  Accord- 
ingly, Dr.  Brereton’s  appointment  was  made  a full  time  one  and 
Dr.  A.  R.  Wade,  who  had  done  school  medical  inspection  in  the  rural 
area  during  the  war  years,  was  appointed  part-time  assistant  school 
medical  oflicer  to  do  two  sessions  per  week,  payment  being  made  on 
a sessional  basis. 

The  following  figures  relating  to  routine,  special  and  re-examina- 
tions indicate  the  increase  in  the  number  of  routine  examinations, 
though,  as  might  be  expected,  there  was  a,  decrease  in  the  number  of 
special  examinations  : — 


Routine  examinations 
Special  examinations 
Re-examinations 


The  number  of  routine  examinations  in  the  previous  year  was 
2,940  and,  of  the  increase,  G89  arc  accounted  for  by  the  examination 
of  the  new  age  period. 

The  number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  was  722  or 
2.58  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  details  will  be  found  in  the 
following  paragra])hs. 
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Nutrition. — Of  the  4, 015  children  examined,  1,349  or  33.60  per 
cent,  were  considered  to  be  of  good  nutrition  as  against  36.46  per 
cent,  in  the  previous  year. 

Fair  nutrition  was  found  in  2,5<S8  children,  or  64.46  ])er  cent.,  as 
against  60.95  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 

Poor  nutrition  was  found  in  78  children,  or  1.94  per  cent.,  as 
against  2.59  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 

There  is  the  usual  diiriculty  in  interpreting  these  ligures.  The 
number  described  as  of  fair  nutrition  has  increased  at  the  expense  of 
those  of  both  good  nutrition  and  poor  nutrition.  The  word  “ fair  ” 
can  ])robably  be  taken  to  mean  “ average  ” and  the  assessment  of 
the  average  is  obviously  governed  by  the  state  of  the  majority  of  the 
children  seen.  It  follows  therefore  that  the  greatest  numlDer  will 
always  be  in  this  group.  How  far  the  drop  in  the  number  of  children 
of  good  nutrition  represents  a deterioration  or  the  drop  in  the  number 
of  poor  nutrition  an  improvement  is  therefore  problematical.  It 
may  be  that  the  average  is  better  or  worse.  ^Vhat  does  give  food 
for  thought  is  the  fact  that,  even  though  the  percentage  is  low  and 
represents  an  apparent  improvement  over  that  of  the  previous  year, 
there  are  still  as  many  as  78  children  in  the  county  who  must  be 
described  as  of  poor  nutrition. 

Visual  Defect. — The  total  number  of  cases  of  visual  defect  includ- 
ing squint  found  at  routine  and  special  inspections  was  615  as  against 
397  in  the  previous  year,  of  which  187  required  treatment  as  against 
164  in  the  previous  year,  and  428  required  observation  only  as 
against  233  in  the  previous  year.  The  difference  in  the  total  is  very 
considerable,  but  is  probably  due  entirely  to  the  much  larger  number 
of  children  examined.  This  view  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the 
difference  is  so  much  more  marked  in  the  case  of  children  requiring 
observation  only,  the  explanation  being  that  most  of  the  children 
concerned  are  already  wearing  glasses  and  are  merely  noted  as 
requiring  observation  to  see  that  they  remain  suitable. 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects. — A total  of  447  cases  of  nose  and  throat 
defect  was  fount!  at  routine  and  special  inspeetit)ns  as  compared  with 
279  in  the  previous  year.  Again  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  rise 
is  caused  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  to  be  kept  under 
observation,  there  having  been  only  23  more  cases  recommended  for 
treatment. 

Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. — Five  hundred  and  thirty  eight 
defects  of  this  nature  were  found  at  routine  and  special  examinations, 
including  130  cases  of  flat  foot.  The  corresponding  figures  in  1948 
were  a total  of  412  defects  and  140  cases  of  flat  foot.  Of  the  total 
183  cases  required  treatment  as  against  163  in  the  pre\'ious  year. 
So  far  it  has  not  been  ]:)ossible  to  appoint  the  teacher  of  remedial 
exercises  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1948  owing  to  a dearth  of  suitable 
applicants. 


FoUoxciu^  w;>.--Thc  following  figures  refer  to  the  work  of  the 
nurses  acting  as  seliool  nurses. 

1.  Visits  to  Schools  : — 


(a)  Routine  Medical  Inspections 

300 

(b)  Special — Verminous  . . 

516 

(c)  Other  purposes 

681 

Visits  to  Homes  of  Scholars  :■ — 

(a)  Follow  up  to  secure  treatment 

(b)  Speeial  enquiries  into  infectious 

2,674 

or  contagious  disease  . . 

821 

(c)  Other  purposes 

424 

As  might  be  expected  in  view  of  the  altered  arrangements  for 
medical  inspection  recorded  above,  the  visits  for  routine  medical 
inspection  and  for  following  up  to  secure  treatment  show  increases, 
as  does  also  the  number  of  visits  for  detection  of  verminous  conditions, 
but  the  other  figures  show  slight  declines  as  compared  with  those  of 
the  previous  year. 


Arrangements  for  Treatment 

Malnutrition. — Cod  liver  oil  and  malt  is  provided  in  school  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  examining  medical  officers  and  very  occasion- 
ally children  are  sent  to  open  air  schools  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
at  the  expense  of  the  Education  Committee,  though  the  number  of 
cases  in  wdiich  the  latter  procedure  is  considered  necessary  is  now 
very  small.  Only  two  such  cases  were  sent  in  1949  making  the  total 
number  admitted  since  the  arrangements  started  205. 

V nclcanliness. — The  total  ininiber  of  visits  to  the  schools  for  the 
detection  of  verminous  children  by  the  nurses  was  516,  as  against 
492  in  the  jjrevious  year,  an  a\'erage  of  4.13  per  school.  The  total 
number  of  examinations  carried  out  at  these  visits  was  31,859  (30,314 
in  1948)  and  the  number  of  children  found  unclean  was  167  as  against 
161  in  the  previous  year.  In  addition  the  4,015  routine  inspections 
carried  out  by  the  assistant  school  medical  officers  revealed  a further 
4 verminous  children  making  the  total  for  the  year  171  as  against 
186  in  1948.  The  great  im])rovement  which  had  taken  jdace  between 
1947  and  1948  did  not  therefore  continue  but  no  ground  was  lost  and 
it  still  remains  true  that  the  number  of  cases  of  infestation  now'  being 
discovered  is  substantially  less  than  it  was  in  1938. 

Visual  Defects.-  The  arrangements  brought  about  by  the  National 
Health  Ser\  iee  Act  of  1946  remained  in  force  during  1949  but  Dr. 
Voungman  found  that  ju'cssure  of  Avork  in  other  directions  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  gi\  e u|)  the  opthalmic  work  which  he  had  done 
on  behalf  of  the  Kdneation  (.'ommittee.  though  he  agreed  that  he 
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would  deal  with  certain  cases  due  for  re-examination  up  to  June  SOtlu 
1950.  This  was  a matter  for  great  regret  as  the  diligent  and  careful 
work  he  had  done  since  the  early  days  of  the  war  had  proved  of  the; 
utmost  value.  Fortunately  Dr.  A.  K.  Wade  was  able  to  step  into 
the  breach  and,  from  early  November  1949.  new  cases  were  referred 
to  her. 

The  number  of  cases  referred  to  Dr.  Youngman  and  her  during^ 
the  year  was  393  and  glasses  were  prescribed  for  294'.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  185  of  these  children  had  received  their  glasses,  leaving  109 
still  waiting  for  them.  At  the  end  of  194^  there  were  76  children 
awaiting  glasses,  all  of  whom  received  them  during  194^  in  addition 
to  the  185  mentioned  above.  It  will  be  seen  thereiore  that  the 
position  at  the  end  of  1949  was  certainly  no  better  than  that  at  the 
end  of  1948  and  some  children  have  had  to  wait  a quite  unreasonably 
long  time  for  their  glasses.  It  does  seem,  however,  at  the  time  of 
writing  that  there  is  a tendency  to  a shortening  of  the  waiting  ])eriod. 

Minor  Ailments. — Only  7 cases  of  scabies  were  reported  in  1949 
as  against  29  in  1948,  so  that  not  only  can  it  be  said  that  there  was  a. 
large  fall  in  incidence,  but  it  is  also  apparent  that  a level  comparable 
to  that  in  the  pre-war  years  has  been  reached. 

The  number  of  cases  of  impetigo  was  31  as  against  50  in  the 
previous  year  and  this  represents  an  incidence  which  is  appreciably 
less  than  half  of  that  of  pre-war  years. 

There  was  a slight  rise  in  the  number  oi'  cases  of  body  ringworm— 
11  cases  in  1949  as  against  8 in  1948.  As  has  been  the  state  of 
affairs  for  many  years  noM%  there  were  no  cases  of  ringwonn  of  the 
head. 

Aas-g  and  Throat  Defects. — Forty- five  cases  were  known  to  hav'e 
been  referred  to  hospital  during  the  year  of  wliich  6 received  oi)era- 
tive  treatment,  13  other  forms  of  treatment.  4 were  not  considered 
to  require  treatment  and  22  remained  on  the  waiting  list.  In 
addition  23  cases  remaining  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the 
])revious  year  received  operati\’e  treatment.  There  has  of  course 
been  a tendency  to  postpone  operati^'e  treatment  on  account  of  the 
increased  incidence  of  polioniyelitis  and  it  might  be  that  this  is  one 
of  the  reasons  for  the  eomparatively  large  ])roportion  of  children 
still  awaiting  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Dental  Treatment. — ^Therc  has  been  no  im])ro\cment  in  the  un- 
satisfactory position  set  out  in  the  report  for  1948.  It  has  not  been 
possible  to  make  any  additions  to  the  staff  and,  so  far  as  the  rural 
part  of  the  County  is  concerned,  Dr.  R.  B.  Schmeltzcr  has  continued 
to  struggle  single  handed  with  the  work  ol‘  the  whole  area.  This 
position  is  merely  a reflection  of  that  in  the  country  as  a whole  which 
shows  no  sign  of  altering.  Not  only  does  it  mean  that  a smaller 
number  of  children  is  treated  in  any  individual  year  but  also  that 
each  child  when  eventually  treated  requires  more  work  to  be  done. 


so  tliat  in  successive  years  fewer  and  fewer  children  can  be  treated 
np  to  a point  of  saturation  determined  by  the  fact  tliat  each  child 
eventvially  leaves  school. 

In  1949  a total  of  2,212  was  inspected  during  the  year  as  against 
51,898  in  the  previous  year  for  a considerable  part  of  which  two 
dentists  were  \vorking.  Of  these  1,908  were  found  to  require  treat- 
ment or  86.3  per  cent  as  compared  with  87.8  per  cent  in  the  ])revious 
year. 

Of  the  1,908  children  requiring  treatment,  1,888  received  it  or 
99.0  per  cent  as  against  96.5  per  cent  in  1948.  As  was  jjointed  out 
in  the  re])ort  for  the  previous  year,  this  figure  has  appeared  to  be  a 
steadily  rising  one  for  the  last  few  years,  but  reasons  were  given  for 
the  opinion  that  it  did  not  necessarily  indicate  an  increasing  willing- 
ness to  accept  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  school  dental  staff. 

The  number  of  fillings  done  by  Dr.  Schmeltzer  Avas  3,776  as 
against  3,992  in  1948  and,  when  it  is  considered  that  there  were  two 
dentists  working  for  about  six  months  of  1948,  the  1949  figure  will 
be  seen  to  represent  a very  high  level  of  achie\  ment. 

There  were  878  extractions  done  by  Dr.  Schmeltzer  as  against 
52,150  in  the  previous  year,  of  which  196  were  of  ])ermanent  teeth  and 
682  of  temporary  teeth.  To  these  have  to  be  added  712  extractions 
which  were  done  at  the  Borough  Clinic  in  Auckland  Road  as  a result 
of  applications  for  emergency  treatment  which  could  not  be  provided 
otherwise.  It  is  obvious  that  such  applications  must  increase  under 
present  conditions,  but  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  deal 
with  them.  In  all,  621  children  from  the  rural  area  have  been 
treated  at  the  Borough  Clinic  and  32  fillings  have  been  done  there  in 
addition  to  the  above  mentioned  extractions.  Much  credit  is  due  to 
the  Borough  staff  for  their  readiness  to  assist  in  this  way.  None  of 
the  work  done  at  the  Borough  Clinic  is  shoAvn  in  the  detailed  figures 
at  the  end  of  the  report. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — Twenty-eight  cases  were  referred  to 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  or  to  the  outlying  clinics  during  the  year  of 
which  23  were  found  to  require  treatment. 

Responsibility  for  the  snpiffy  and  repair  of  appliances  is  no 
longer  that  of  the  Education  Committee. 

The  two  boys  in  the  Heritage  Craft  School  at  the  end  of  1948 
remained  there  at  the  end  of  1949  as  did  the  boy  suffering  from 
Berthe’s  disease  in  Cold  Ash  Hos})ital. 

Other  Forms  of  Special  Educational  Treatment  or  Institutional 
Treatment. — The  child  Avith  congenital  heart  disease  admitted  to 
Cold  Ash  Hospital  in  October,  1948,  Avas  discharged  in  April,  1949. 
.\  girl  was  admitted  to  the  S))ecial  Heart  Home  of  the  Invalid 
<.'hildren’s  Aid  Association  in  April,  1949,  and  discharged  in  .June, 
194{),  and  a boy  Avas  admitted  to  the  Heart  M ard  of  St.  .John’s 
Open  Air  School,  Woodford,  on  .July  1st,  1949,  and  remained  there 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Tuberculosis. — Five  of  the  seven  cases  recorded  in  last  year’s 
report  as  remaining  in  institutions  on  January  1st,  1949,  were  dis- 
charged during  tlie  year.  A new  case  of  pulmonaiy  tuberculosis  in  a 
girl  was  admitted  to  an  institution  during  1949  but  was  discharged 
before  the  end  of  it  leaving  in  institutions  on  January  1st,  1950,  one 
boy  and  one  girl  each  suffering  from  bone  and  joint  tubereidosis. 

Other  Defects  Treated. — One  hundred  and  twenty  six  children  were 
referred  to  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  45  for  ear,  nose  and  throat 
defects.  2<S  for  orthopaedic  defects,  21  for  skin  conditions,  11  for 
visual  defects.  cS  for  general  medical  conditions,  9 for  general  surgical 
conditions  and  4 for  enuresis. 

\eglect. — Nine  families  were  referred  to  the  N.8.P.C.C.  for 
general  neglect.  In  addition  the  parents  of  two  children  were 
referred  for  failure  to  provide  medical  treatment  recommended  and 
the  parents  of  one  child  because  of  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the 
sleeping  accommodation  available. 

Infectious  Diseases 

I The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  schools  from  which 

notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received  from  Head  Teachers. 

[ during  the  year  : — 

I Scarlet  Fever. . . . . . . . 25 

i Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . Nil 

I Measles  . . . . . . . . 59 

I German  Measles  . . . . . . 7 

C'hiekenpox  . . . . . . . . 27 

\\’hooping  Cough  . . . . . . 29 

I Mumps  . . . . . . . . 37 

There  has  been  no  significant  change  in  the  figures  from  those  of 
the  previous  year. 


Provision  of  Meals 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  milk  in  school  are  the  same  as 
those  detailed  in  the  previous  year’s  report,  that  is  to  say  each  child 
is  entitled  to  receive  one  third  of  a pint  per  day  free  of  charge  and 
the  amount  cannot  be  varied  on  any  grounds. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  schools  at  which  milk 
is  pro^'ided  and  the  type  in  use  at  each,  with  the  corresponding 
figure  for  the  previous  year  in  brackets.  P’urther  slight  jirogress 
has  been  made  towards  the  elimination  of  all  milk  other  than  tuber- 
culin tested  or  pasteurised. 


Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 
Accredited 
Ordinarv 


58  (60) 
52  (46) 
11  (13) 
7 (8) 
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On  October  15th,  lOtO,  there  were  6,967  children  receiving  milk 
or  78.63  per  cent,  of  the  total  in  attendance.  Of  these  in  attendance 
at  the  nursery  school  lOO  per  cent,  received  it,  at  primary  schools 
per  cent,  and  at  secondary  schools^^49  per  cent. 


’Tf  t ^ • 


Cooked  mid-day  meals  were  being  provided  at  118  primary 
schools, '6  secondary  schools,  1 nursery  school  and  the  Technical 
College  on  the  same*  date.  A total  of  6,734  children  or  76  per  cent, 
of  those  in  attendance  actually  received  meals.  The  number  is 
1,185  more  than  that  on  October  15th,  1948,  the  figure  quoted  in 
the  1948  report. 

The  number  of  children  rccci\  ing  free  meals  on  a scale  of  means 
a2)proved  by  the  Education  Committee  was  approximately  959. 


Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  position  with  regard  to  the 


institutional  or  residential  treatment  of  defective 

children  : — 

Educationally 

Physically 

Retarded  Blind 

Deaf 

EpilQfHic  Defective 

Bemaining  Dee.  31st, 

1948  18  1 

6 

3 1 

Admitted  in  1949 

7 2 

1 

— — 

Discharged  in  1949 

. . 5 1 

1 

■ — - — 

Remaining  Dee.  31st, 

1 949  20  2 

6 

3 4 

Educational  Rclardatiou.  cases  of  educational  retarda- 

tion were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Education  Committee  during 
the  year.  Three  of  these  were  later  reported  to  the  Mental  Health 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee  as  ineducable.  Of  these 
one  was  already  in  Linton  Hos])ital,  not  under  Order.  He  was 
placed  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission  to  a Mental  Deficiency 
Institution  iinder  Order  on  the  occurrence  of  a suitable  vacancy  and 
the  other  two  were  placed  under  Statutory  Supervision.  Of  the 
remainder,  ten  were  approved  for  admission  to  special  schools,  five 
for  residential  schools,  and  live  for  the  Borough  of  Cambridge  Day 
Special  School.  Three  of  the  live  children  recommended  for  resi- 
dential schools  were  admitted  during  the  year,  one  left  the  area  before 
admission  could  be  arranged  and  one  remained  on  the  waiting  list. 
Three  of  the  five  recommended  for  the  Borough  Day  Special  School 
were  admitted  and  two  remained  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  addition  three  out  of  four  children  remaining  on  the 
waiting  list  for  residential  schools  at  the  end  of  1948  were  admitted 
during  1949  leaving  one  still  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  that 
year.  This  made  a total  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  1949  of  two  for 
residential  schools  and  tw<>  Cor  the  Borough  Day  Special  School. 
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Child  Guidance 


Once  again  changes  in  the  staff  of  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  have 
to  be  recorded.  Dr.  CirilHths  resigned  at  the  end  of  March,  lOtO,  and 
Mrs.  Sisson,  who  had  previously  been  the  clinic’s  educational  psycho- 
logist was  appomted  as  psycho-therapist  in  her  place.  Mrs.  N. 
Salainan  was  appointed  as  educational  psychologist.  In  September 
1949,  Miss  Hutchinson  resumed  fvdl  time  work  as  psychiatric  social 
worker  on  the  termination  of  her  part-time  a])pointment  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics. 

The  long  expected  new  premises  came  into  use  on  .July  1st,  1949, 
when  the  adapted  buildings  at  Chesterton  Hall  were  occupied. 

During  the  year  210  new  cases  were  referred  to  the  clinic  as 
against  201  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  <S  more  cases  from  the 
Borough  of  Cambridge,  9 more  from  the  rural  area  but  8 less  from 
areas  outside  the  County.  .\t  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only 
7 cases  which  had  not  been  i investigated  at  all  as  compared  with  5.3 
at  the  end  of  1948. 

Once  again  what  are  called  behaviour  disorders  form  much  the 
largest  class  of  troubles  for  which  children  were  referred  and  of  these 
unmanageability  was  the  largest  sub-division  with  stealing  next  in 
order.  Habit  disorders  were  still  second  on  the  list  of  main  classes 
of  difhcidty  but  formed  a smaller  proportion  of  the  whole  than  in 
previous  years,  while  nervous  disorders  which  were  in  the  third  place 
in  1948  were  slightly  exceeded  by  educational  disorders  in  1949. 

In  1948  Dr.  Banister  pointed  out  that  many  more  girls  than  boys 
had  been  referred  for  nervous  disorders  but  in  1949  he  draw's  atten- 
tion to  the  swinging  of  the  balance  in  the  other  direction  so  that  boys 
slightly  exceed  girls.  On  the  other  hand  in  that  year  52  per  cent,  of 
the  beha^'iour  disorders  occurred  in  girls  as  against  only  39  per  cent, 
•in  1948. 

There  were  342  cases  in  all  on  the  registers  of  the  clinic  during  the 
year  of  which  199  were  regarded  as  closed  at  the  end  of  it.  Eighty- 
seven  cases  remained  under  treatment  and  49  cases  had  been  exam- 
ined and  accepted  for  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  the  closed 
cases  advice  only  was  required  in  54  and  11  others  had  been  referred 
simply  for  the  wmrking  out  of  their  intelligence  quotient.  Sixty- 
eight  cases  were  actually  treated  of  which  7 were  much  impro^'ed, 
44  were  improved  and  2 were  not  impro\  ed.  In  9 cases  treatment 
was  not  sufficiently  complete  for  any  assessment  of  progress  to  be 
made.  The  remaining  cases  were  not  examined  at  the  clinic  at  all 
for  varioTis  reasons. 

The  number  of  children  referred  to  the  Speech  Clinic  in  1949  was 
somewhat  less  than  the  number  referred  in  the  previous  year,  191 
as  against  236.  In  spite  of  this  there  was  a rise  in  the  number  of 
children  referred  from  the  rural  .area  (from  87  to  120)  offset,  of  course. 
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by  a very  considerable  fall  in  the  number  from  the  Borough  of 
Cambridge  (from  147  to  71).  h'or  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
clinic,  the  number  from  tlie  rural  area  exceeds  the  number  from  the 
Borough. 

I'liough  the  number  of  new  references  sliowed  a decrease,  there 
was  an  increase  over  the  whole  area  in  the  actual  number  treated 
from  307  to  341  and  an  increase  of  41  in  the  number  discharged  after 
treatment.  At  the  end  of  tlie  year  there  were  196  cases  still  under 
treatment,  87  awaiting  treatment  and  4 awaiting  examination. 

Dyslalia  was  again  the  most  frequent  defect  in  each  area.  There 
were  more  cases  of  stammer  from  tlie  rural  area  than  from  the 
Borough,  a state  of  affairs  which  has  ncA'cr  been  recorded  before, 
though  there  liaA  C been  one  or  two  years  when  the  proportions  have 
been  almost  equal. 

Detailed  figures  on  child  guidance  and  speech  therapy  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  the  report. 


Medical  Inspection  at  the  Technical  College 
and  Perse  School  for  Boys 

The  following  figures  give  details  of  the  work  done  at  the  above 
schools  : — 


Number  of  Routine  I impectionfi  : 

Male 

Female 

Technical  College 

67 

123 

Perse  School  for  Boys 

42 

— 

Prmcipal  Defects  Discovered  : 

Male 

Female  7'otal 

Subnormal  Nutrition  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Vision  : 

Por  observation 

11 

23 

34 

For  treatment 

0 

8 

17 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects  : 

For  observation 

3 

6 

9 

For  treatment 

1 

2 

3 

Hearing  , . 

3 

1 

4 

Orthopaedic 

23 

19 

42 

Circulatory 

6 

i 

13 

Skin 

11 

12 

23 

Other  conditions 

20 

13 

33 

The  nutritional  condition  of  the  pupils  can  be  further  sub-divided 
as  follows  : — 


Technical  College  : 

Good 

Fair  Poor 

Boys  

22 

45  — 

Girls 

• • • • 

. . 56 

67  — 

Perse  School  for  Boys 

. . 21 

21  — 

12 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  poor  nutrition  which  was 
noted  in  1948  has  been  replaced  in  1949  by  a complete  absence  of  the 
condition.  This  lends  some  weight  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  last 
year’s  report  that  all  the  figures  relating  to  poor  nutrition  were  so 
small  as  to  make  anything  but  gross  increases  and  decreases  of 
dovd^tful  statistical  significance. 

The  percentages  of  good  nutrition  were  Technical  College  (boys) 
32.8,  Technical  College  (girls)  45.6,  Perse  Boys  50  as  against  30.1  per 
cent,  43.2  ])er  cent,  and  35.1  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year.  Broadly 
speaking  all  the  changes  are  in  a favourable  direction. 
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Table  I.  Medical  Inspection  of  Plpils  attending  Maintained 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  (Including  Special  Schools). 


A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections, 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group  . . 

Third  Age  Group 


1392 

1060 

915 


Total 


337 
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Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  . . . . 639 

Grand  Total  . . . . . . . . 4015 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  . , . , . , 138 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  . . . . . . . . 1556 


Total 


1694 


C. — ^PiHMLs  Found  to  Require  Treatment. 

Number  ol‘  Individual  Pu])ils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection 
to  Hequire  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation 

with  Vermin). 


(iroup 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision 
(excluding 
squint). 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  IIA. 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils. 

(4) 

Entrants 

26 

301 

276 

Second  Age  Group 

57 

160 

188 

Third  Age  Group 

51 

108 

145 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

134 

569 

609 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

27 

102 

• 

113 

Grand  Total 

161 

671 

722 
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Table  II. — A. — -Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical 
Inspection  in  the  Year. 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  defects 

No.  of  defects 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation, 
but  no>t 
requiring 
treatment 
(■>) 

4 

Skin 

98 

177 

— - 

— 

5 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

161 

352 

8 

7 

b.  Squint 

17 

69 

1 

— 

c.  Other 

30 

103 

1 

2 

6 

Ears — a.  Hearing 

7 

46 

— 

1 

b.  Otitis 
Media 

8 

39 

1 

c.  Other 

8 

18 

— 

1 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

75 

368 

1 

3 

8 

Speech  .. 

29 

65 

— 



9 . 

Cervical  Glands 

17 

194 

— 

1 

10 

Heart  and 

Circulation 

18 

150 

2 

11 

Lungs  . . 

20 

124 

1 

1 

12 

Developmental — 
a.  Hernia  . . 

4 

18 

b.  Other 

4 

127 

— 

— 

13 

Orthopaedic — 
a.  Posture 

56 

125 

b.  Flat  foot 

54 

75 

1 

— 

c.  Other 

73 

154 

— 

— 

14 

Nervous  system — 
a.  Epilepsy 

1 

10  ; 

b.  Other 

5 

23 

— 

1 

15 

Psychological — 
a.  Development 

22 

171 

_ 

6 

b.  Stability 

25  ! 

121 

2 

1 

16 

Other  . . 

120 

251 

8 

7 

IJ. — CLASSIl'ICATrON  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  PuPILS 
Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


Age  (i roups 

Number 

of 

A 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

I’upils 

Inspected 

No. 

/o 

of  col.  2 

No. 

®/ 

/o 

of  col.  2 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of  col.  2 

(f) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(«) 

Entrants 

1392 

511 

36.71 

855 

61.42 

26 

1.87 

Second  Age  Group 

1069 

354 

33.12 

694 

64.92 

21 

1.96 

Third  Age  Group 
Other  Periodic 

915 

289 

31.58 

607 

66.34 

19 

.2.08 

Inspections 

639 

195 

30.51 

432 

67.61 

12 

1.88 

Total 

4015 

1349 

33.60 

2588 

64.46 

78 

1.94 

Table  III. — Infestation  with  Vermin. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  sehools  by 

the  school  nurses  or  other  authorized  persons  35,874 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  . . . . . . . . . . 171 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2), 
Education  Act,  1944)  . . . . . . — 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3), 
Education  Act,  1944)  . . . . . . — 
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Table  IV. — Treatment  Tables. 


Group  1. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for 
which  sec  Table  III.) 


Number  of 
Defects 
treated,  or 
under 
treatment 
during  the 
year. 

(a)  Skin — 

Ringworm — ^Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment. 

• 

(ii)  Other  treatment 

- — ■ 

Ringworm — Body 

11 

Scabies  . . 

7 

Impetigo 

31 

Other  skin  diseases 

48 

Eye  Disease 

62 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of  refrac- 
tion, squint  and  cases  admitted  to  hos])ital) 

Ear  Defects 

8 

Miscellaneous 

65 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

Total  . . 

232 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  minor 
ailments  clinics 


Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Soitnt  (excluding  Eye  Disease 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Ciroup  1.) 

Xumber  of  Defects 
dealt  with. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  . . . . 393 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 

recorded  in  Group  I)  . . . . . . . . — 

Total 393 

N o.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  (a)  Prescribed  294 

(b)  Obtained  185 


17 


Group  III. — Tkeatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Total  number  treated. 


Reeeived  o]jerative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronie  tonsillitis  . . . . 25 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  eonditions  . . . . 4 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  . . . . . . 1-5 

Total  . . . . . . 42 


Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital 

schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise  e.g.  in  clinics  or  out-patient 

departments  . . . . . . . . . . 28 


Group  V. — Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech 
No.  of  pupils  treated 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements 


Therapy. 


70 

251 


Table  V. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

( 1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers — 


(a)  Periodic 

age  groups 

1855 

(b)  Sjiecials 

. . . . . • . • • • 

357 

(c)  TOTAL 

(Periodic  and  Specials) 

2212 

C-i) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

1908 

Oi) 

Xuml)cr  actuallv  treated 

1888 

(f) 

Attendances 

made  by  inipils  for  treatment 

2440 

(5) 

Half-days  devoted  to  : (a)  Inspection  . . \ 

(b)  Treatment  . . J 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  . . 

501 

(«) 

Fillings  : 

Permanent  Teeth 

2627 

Tenqiorary  Teeth 

1149 

Total 

3776 

(r) 

Fxtraeti()n> 

Permanent  Teeth 

196 

Temporary  Teeth 

682 

Total 

878 
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(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  — 

(9)  Other  Operations  : (a)  Permanent  Teeth  . . 385 

(6)  Temporary  Teeth  . . 1267 


Total  (a)  and  (b)  . . 1652 


CAMBRIDGE  CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC 
Statistics  for  Year  Ending  December,  1949. 


Cases  referred  by  : 

Borough 

County 

Others 

Total 

School  Medical  Officer 

31 

20 

3 

54 

Head  Teachers 

36 

5 

— 

41 

Parents 

16 

i 

1 

24 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  33 

3 

— 

36 

Probation  Officer 

11 

1 

_ 

12 

Speech  Therapist 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Health  Visitor 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Private  Doctor 

5 

2 

— 

7 

Other  Agencies 

17 

8 

3 

28 

155 

48 

7 

210 

Areas  : 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Borough 

87 

68 

155 

County 

21 

27 

48 

Isle  of  Ely 

1 

2 

3 

Norfolk 

1 

— 

1 

Suffolk 

. . — 

1 

1 

Lines. 

1 

— 

1 

Hunts. 

111 

1 

99 

1 

210 

Problems  as  Referred  : 

Nervous  Disorders  : 

Boro. 

County 

Others 

Total 

Fears  and  Anxiety  . . 

7 

5 

— 

12 

Depression 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Seclusiveness 

2 

— 

' 

2 

Obsessions  . . 

. . 

1 

— 

1 

-23 

19 


Habit  Dimrders  : 


Excretory 

18 

4 

3 

25 

Sleep 

5 

1 

— 

6 

Movement 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Feeding 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Speech 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Fits 

4 

2 

— 

6 

Asthma 

2 

— 

— 

2 

—50 

Behaviour  Disorders  ; 

Unmanageable 

25 

10 

- — 

35 

Tempers 

12 

4 

— 

16 

Jealousy 

7 

2 

— 

9 

Sex  Difficulties 

8 

2 

— 

10 

Stealing 

14 

5 

— 

19 

Truancy 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Aggressiveness 

7 

1 

— 

8 

Lying  

6 

4 

1 

11 

—110 

Educational  Difficulties  : 

Backwardness 

18 

5 

2 

25 

Inability  to  Concentrate  . . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Advice  re  School 

1 

1 

—27 

CASES 

155 

CLOSED. 

48 

7 

210 

Examined  at  Clinic  : 

Borough 

County 

Others 

Tota^ 

Examined  and  Advised 

39 

0 

0 

54 

I.Q.  only 

7 

4 

— 

11 

Treated  : 

Much  Improved 

7 



— 

7 

Improved 

33 

11 

— 

44 

Not  Improved 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Treatment  Incomplete  : 

Left  district 

2 

3 

5 

Parents  unco-operative 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hefcred  Maudesley  Hospital 

1 

— 

— 

1 

,,  Private  School 

1 

' 

1 

„ S.M.O 

1 

— 

— 

1 

20 


Not  Examined  at  Clinic  : 
P.S.W.  only: 


Adjusted 

Exam,  unnecessary 
Referred  other  agency 
Left  district 
Parents  unco-operative 
Case  withdrawn 


25 

17 

3 

2 

2 

5 


148 


2 

5 

1 

3 

1 

3 

42 


1 

9 


29 

22 

4 

5 
3 
9 


199 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  CASES. 


Bjfd.  from  1948 

Clfd.  to  1950 

Under  treatment  . . 

. . 79 

Under  Treatment 

. . 87 

On  Waiting  List  . . 

. . 40 

On  Waiting  List 

. . 49 

Not  yet  visited 

. . 13 

Not  yet  visited 

7 

1 

132 

143 

New  cases  1949 

; 

. . 210 

Closed  during  1949 

. . 199 

; 

; 

342 

342 

SPEECH  CLINIC — Statistics  for  Year  Ending  December,  1949. 


Cases  : 

Borough 

County 

Total 

Referred  during  the  year  . . 

71 

120 

191 

Not  requiring  treatment  . . 

7 

24 

31 

Treated  during  year 

. 177 

164 

341 

Discharged 

74 

71 

145 

Under  treatment  at  close  of  vear 

103 

93 

196 

On  waiting  list  at  close  of  year 

38 

49 

87 

Not  examined  at  close  of  year 

1 

3 

4 

Speech  defects  of  Children  accepted  for 
' treatment  during  the  year  ; - 

Dyslalia 

36 

50 

86 

Stammering 

13 

18 

31 

Sigmatism 

10 

17 

27 

Other  defects  . . 

6 

8 

14 

21 
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